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gagi.ﬂo&aﬂd After the seven concepts have been explored, try to
| identify where these were used in the Doorways o
This book covers mainly symbolism in Islamic Art. Islamic Art picture on poge 42 It would then be
Pictures and their possible interpretations are useful to attempt further interpretations of the
presented as declarations of confidence in, and %ggﬂaw_gg
gratitude for, the Love and Mercy of Allah (SWT),
so that children can develop their own sense of The pages reflecting Qur'anic Aayaat (verses)
spirifuality. | : consolidate the learning process and serve as a
' The attempt is to nurfure the ‘Aliah consciousness’ reminder of what we have learnt. These pages can be
| with which they are born. They can identify these carefully cut out, coloured in, laminated and mounted
: symbols in their everyday surroundings, and then on a bedroom wall!
_ remember or be reminded of the interpretations given
here or an extended one given by yourselves__Ameen. I hope that Doorways to Islamic Art will provide many

hours of fun and discovery to be enjoyed by both

_ You are encouraged to suypervise and assist your children and adults_Ameen.

children when they work with this book so that the

maximum benefit may be achieved. They may prefer Salaam

to "fill in with patterns’ rather than to colour in

(see page v for ideas). Mahmudah Begum Jaffer
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FOREWORD

Islamic artistic expressions can only be impressions of faith. The sounds of the
Qur‘an, the eloquence of its various scripts, the mystery of a single dot; all of these
convey the levels of interaction the believer experiences with Allah's word.

Mahmudah Begum Jaffer (neé Rawoot), in Doorways to Islamic Art, explores the
infinite possibilities of calligraphic and geometric expressions inspired by the timeless
meaning of the Quran.

Doorways to Islamic Art could be a deeper spiritual exploration, but it is
also simply fulfilling and enjoyable art-activity. In this way both parent and child,
educator and learner, can enjoy developing faith and practice together.

Moulana Ahmed Mukaddam
Deputy Rectar ICOSA (ldamic College of Southern Africa)
Theol. BLY BA UDW MA (T
22 Ramadaan 1422 / 8 December 2001
Cape Town, South Africa
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All credtivity comes from Allah (SWT) alone, and all praise and gratitude is for Him (SWT) alone.

May Allah Almighty guide us all...Ameen.
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Page 1

In the Name of Alich, the Beneficent,
the Merciful.

And among them are men
who listen to you (O Prophet
[SAW]),
but in the end, when they part
from you, they say to those who
have received Knowledge
(understanding), “What is it
he said just then?” (so as to cause
confusion) -

Such are men whose hearts Allah
has sealed,
and who follow their own wants.

While as for those who walk aright
(live correctly),

He adds to their (light of]
quidance, and gives them
their protection (against evil) -
(so that they remain steadfast and
resist temptation).

Quran47: 16 -17

THE PALMETTE BUD

(symbol of potential growth, progress)
strving to have the mind of the beginner

The flower bud is always ready to receive the light of the sun in
order to grow.

If we have the mind of the beginner, we will always want to learn.
Let us all be ready to receive the Divine Light of Guidance by
following the Path of Truth so that we can progress in our
understanding and our devotedness to Allah (SWT).

When little children grow into fine young adults, using our
sincere and beloved Nabi Muhammad (SAW), his family,
companions and friends (RA) as examples, they are just

like flower buds which bloom into beautiful flowers.
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p in the Name of Allah, the 8eneficent, A wO_N_Um_Nm
A Y
B the Merciful 74 (nuts and restrants)
/4 'y freedlom, not imprisonment
% (O mankind), call on Your Lord &
\ humbly and in secret: \ A border beautifies the picture it frames.
for Allah loves not those who cross R
* over boundaries. X o
Y, 4 Let us glow with inner and outer beauty and contentment when we
| \ Qur'an 7: 55 L accept that borders and limits are good for us, that it 1s Allah
A \ (SWT)'s way of protecting us.
A Y
.y Those are Limifs set by Allah: those X
“ k who obey Allah and His i
\ Messenger will be admitted to : .
/4 v gardens _ < S When we obey the rules of Allah (SWT), which our Nabi
\ with rivers flowing beneath, to \ Muhammad (SAW) has taught us, we are part of a pretty
. remain therein (forever). and that ) picture which has a beautiful frame. Within this
p will be the great success. \ ;
| \ . protective frame we feel safe and secure, but when we
A Qur'an 4: 13 \ are disobedient, we end up on the outside looking in.
2 \/\ V/\ \/\ sy\ \/\ \/\ \/\ .7\ £
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e e e e i 2 INTERTWINING DESIGNS
. the Merciul E [Over and uncler’ desiars €9 Wesws/
| @ = sbsence and presence - we see. ther we db not See
| = Those who spend of their weatth  [lll tut we are sways soen
ﬁ by night and day, in secrefand in =
w nl__u_ oh _Qcﬂa?bgnw S ik Lok % We are never absent in Allah (SWT)'s Presence
= they will have no fear, nor will they  Ill|
=I=. hOVe SOTOW. o= Let us remember that the Loving and Merciful Gaze of Allah (SWT) s
= ) always on us - no matter where we are -
_L m Quron 2: 274 ._.._n_m under a bridge or behind a wall
m...._.nm _We shall make you recite so that 1l
. will not forget, = ; :
= except Nc»-ﬂ.. v _,Me:o _ il Our Nabi Muhammad ﬁm.)sb :ou nxv_w.:na to us over and
W _a.ml_ what is open ond what is hidden. over how Allah (SWT) is watching lovingly over all of us.
|=.ﬂ= m He protects us no matter where we are, with His Helping
“ ﬂ S i L} Hand always near - we just have to reach for it - all of us.
| = W
= B S ISHTETETERIN



















the Mercifu.

I Do you not see how Aliah gives an D,
M “

exompie?

w ¥  Agood word is ke o good free,  \§

whose roof is firmiy fixed,
and its branches (reoch)
o the Heavens. ..

Qur'an 14: 24

D)  And the example of abad word (&
is like a bod free:
uproofed from the Earth:
having no siability (firm hoid).

Quraon 14. 26

TREE OF LIFE

(strengtly stabilty, belance)
oot depends on rgut

Shining leaves and pretty fiowers on healthy branches mean the
tree s well cared for.

Let us avways feed our tree of life with hard work and good deeds,
aways showing consideration for others.

Nabi Muhammad (SAW) always spoke the truth, and he did
not like speaking harshly to anyone. If all his goodness
could be the flowers on a tree, what a beautiful tree that
would be! Ma sha Allah.
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Proise & for Alich, Lord of the wonlas:
e Kndest and Mos! Mercilul,
Ung of the Day of Judgement.

You gione are The One we worship.,

You cione ore The One we ask for help.
Show us the Siroighf Pafiy,
The path of those whom
You are plecsed with,
not he path of those who deserve Your

THE UP / DOWN PATTERN

(seeling the straight path)
facng the ups and downs in lile

There are times when we have a really
up and down day -
one minute we are sad, the next glad.

Let us remember that Allah (SWT) is always there to keep us safe
and steady on the Straight Path.

Our beloved Nabi Muhammad (SAW) is the most noble of
Allah (SWT)'s messengers. He explained all the rules that
we have to follow so that we can find, and then stay on the
Straight Path. If we obey these rules, we will earn Allah
(SWT)'s pleasure.
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QOoMmpiete s DICRES Ly Hilng I ™he Mssing INes - see oppaste page! fage 30




DOORWAYS

(on the threshold of new beginnings)
starting @ new chaoter - use Allah (SWT1)’s Neme

A doorway is like a mystery waiting to be discovered as we pass
through.

Let us seek Allah (SWT)’s Guidance when we choose to pass
through new doorways so that they may lead us to safe places.

Whenever Nabi Muhammad (SAW) started anything, he

always did so in Allah's Name. If we follow his example,

new doors of opportunity, and new chapters of learning

will open up for us. We will be able to serve our Creator
(SWT) in a way that will please Him.
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Complete this picture by filling in the missing lines - see opposite page! Page 36




the Merciful

Verily, all things have We created
In proportion and measurement.
Qur'an 54: 49

...and marks and sign-posts;
And by the stars (men) guide
themselves.

Qur'an 16: 16

The number of months in the Sight
of Allah is twelve
(in a year) -
thus ordained (decided) by Him
the day He created the Heavens
and the Earth ...
Quran 9: 36

To Aliah belongs the East and the
West: whichever way you tumn,
Allah's Mercy is present.

For Allah is All-Embracing,
All-Knowing.

Qur'an 2: 115

Star Patterns

(Quaing stars)
ponts of measurement

Being able to measure time, direction and distance, means we can plan
our lives well.

Using the blessing of measurement to serve our Creator (SWT), will give
stability to our lives - in the way we spend our time, the distance we
travel, and the direction we choose to move in.

The number of points of a star pattern reminds us of the many gifts
bestowed on us by Allah (SWT), e.g. a 4-pointed star shows
gratitude for the guidance of directions, North, South, East,
West - by which we can find our Qib/a, or
an 8-pointed star shows gratitude for Allah (SWT)’s gifts
everywhere - right, left, above, below, inside, outside, behind and in
front.

AlHamdu Lillah
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While you colowr in this picture, point out where you see a bud, a border, a star, up/down or intertwining design,
a free (of life), or a doorway! Why do you think there are shoes at the doorway?

DOORWAYS TO ISLAMIC ART
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| am grateful to Allah Aimighty for the opportunify fo aftend
Khaonao-e-Adab School of Urdu Grammar (est. 1978) - Cape Town, South Africa,
to learn the Urdu language, which came about as a result of Islam, with ifs natural teaching of the
concept of odab (respect] and the fine-tuning of expression in its poetry which is usually fragranced with Islamic thought.



In the Name of ._AR&: The Nweba.b.néam\ The Merciful

Glorify The Name of your Lord the Most High
Who Creates, then Shapes (creation)

Who Measures, and then Guides
Quran 87: 1.3

ALLAH IS BEAUTIFUL
AND

LOVES BEAUTY
Hadith - Sahih Muslim

O Allah, grant us a sight so complete that we may see You in every particle.

Please grant that we follow and obey Your final Messenger,
and may we reach our end using Your Name... Ameen.

Page 44
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